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(aloiza) A REUTERS SPECIAL REPORT

Musk ordered shutdown of Starlink
10 - satellite service as Ukraine retook

territory from Russia
By Joey Roulette, Cassell Bryan-Low and Tom Balmforth
6 - iy 25, 2025 8,00 P GMT45 - Upaatea iy 20, 2025 | [na)|<]
KYIV - During a pivotal push by Ukraine to retake territory from Russia in late September 2022, Elon Musk
4 i gave an order that disrupted the counteroffensive and dented Kyiv's trust in Starlink, the satellite internet
service the billionaire provided early in the war to help Ukraine’s military maintain battlefield connectivity.
According to three people familiar with the command, Musk told a senior engineer at the California offices
2 of SpaceX, the Musk venture that controls Starlink, te cut coverage in areas including Kherson, a strategic
region north of the Black Sea that Ukraine was trying to reclaim
“We have to do this,” Michael Nicolls, the Starlink engineer, told colleagues upon receiving the order, one
0 of these people said. Staffers complied, the three peaple told Reuters, deactivating at least a hundred
Starlink terminals, their hexagon-shaped cells going dark on an internal map of the company’s coverage.
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027E The move also affected other areas seized by Russia, including some of Donetsk province further east.
. - = - .
Xt2: DoD Comptroller, Hi2|=5H 2|AXMEH Atz : Reuters
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f2: Commercial space is not an endlless field of innovation: an assessment of the good, the bad,

and the ugly (The Space Review)
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